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For my
brother,
Azhar.
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        Ariz was always proud. At times, for
his super grades at school. On some
days, he would be proud of the toys
that he had but his friend, Amir, did not
have. On some other day, for his win in
the races. And sometimes for being a
favourite of Dadijaan.
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Grandpa was seeing this for many days.
And one day, he decided to teach him a
lesson. So, he took Ariz to the beach.
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Ariz frolicked in the water and ran with
the waves. In the sand, he tried to build a
castle but that he could never do.
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He asked his grandfather, ‘Dadajaan!
Why is this soil so different from the soil
outside our house?’
            Dadajaan answered, ‘This is not
soil, my son. This is known as sand.’
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            ‘Oh! Why is there no sand at our
place?’
            ‘Sand is found mostly on
beaches. And the desert are full of
sand.’
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The boy was excited to learn about the
desert. He filled his pocket with a handful
of sand when they were returning home.
And when anybody asked him about it, he
would say, ‘I have the desert in my
pocket.’
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            Grandfather was pleased. He
let the boy shout all day long, ‘I
have pocketed the desert! I have
pocketed the desert!’
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At night, before bedtime, Ariz was called
to Dadajaan’s room. ‘Why do you go
around shouting you have the desert
with you?’ he asked the boy.
            ‘I have sand in my pocket and you
said the desert is full of sand. So, I have
a desert in my pocket.’
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Grandfather laughed so hard that his
glasses fell down from his nose.
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Dadajaan said, ‘You have only a handful
of sand and yet it is your desert. The
same way, we have only few qualities in
us and we think we are the most perfect
and better than others. Only fools are full
of pride.’
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            Ariz became sad for a moment.
His face fell. Then it brightened. He
smiled as he understood what
grandfather wanted him to learn.

            And then, he was many things
after that, but never proud again.
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This is a Level 2 book for children who recognize familiar words and can read new words with help.

(English)
Ariz Pockets the Desert

Ariz learns a lesson from Dadajaan and is never proud again.

Pratham Books goes digital to weave a whole new chapter in the realm of multilingual children's stories. Knitting together children,
authors, illustrators and publishers. Folding in teachers, and translators. To create a rich fabric of openly licensed multilingual stories
for the children of India  and the world. Our unique online platform, StoryWeaver, is a playground where children, parents, teachers
and librarians can get creative. Come, start weaving today, and help us get a book in every child's hand!


